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I would like to direct your attention to paragraph 20 of our general recommendation which
indicates that the Committee is concerned that broad or vague restrictions on freedom of speech
have been used to the detriment of groups protected by the Convention. States parties should
formulate restrictions on speech with sufficient precision, according to the standards in the
Convention as elaborated in the present recommendation. The Committee stresses that
measures to monitor and combat racist speech should not be used as a pretext to curtail
expressions of protest at injustice, social discontent or opposition.

In particular, the Committee is concerned that hate speech laws not to be used to target
vulnerable groups, and it would be useful if a further hate speech law is enacted to make it clear
that it is for the purpose of protecting vulnerable groups and not to be used against vulnerable
groups who are expressing their views and seeking to enforce their rights.
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